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United Internet AG: Release pursuant to Sec. 111c of the German Stock Corporation 
Act with the objective of Europe-wide distribution 
 
United Internet AG and subsidiaries enter into loan agreement in light of the initial public offering of 
IONOS Group SE 
 
Montabaur, 8 February 2023. United Internet AG entered into a loan agreement in connection with the initial 
public offering (IPO) of its subsidiary, IONOS Group SE. 

United Internet AG has entered into a shareholder loan agreement ("Shareholder Loan Agreement") with 
its subsidiaries IONOS Group SE and IONOS Holding on 27 January 2023, under which United Internet AG 
acts as lender, IONOS Holding SE acts as borrower and IONOS Group SE acts as guarantor. United Internet 
AG holds a 63.8% interest in IONOS Group SE; IONOS Group SE in turn holds all shares in IONOS Holding 
SE. 21.2% of the shares of IONOS Group SE are held by WP XII Venture Holdings II SCSp, domiciled in 
Luxembourg. The remaining 15% of the shares are free float shares. The agreement is connected to the IPO 
of IONOS Group SE. 

The new Shareholder Loan Agreement replaces three existing loan agreements between the companies, 
concluded on 26 January 2017, 26 March 2017 and 17 August 2018, respectively. The total loan amount 
under the Shareholder Loan Agreement is EUR 1.245 billion and corresponds to the aggregate amount 
outstanding under the mentioned agreements. An interest rate of 6.75% p.a. applies, to be paid quarterly. 
Without voluntary early payments, to which IONOS Holding SE is entitled without additional prepayment fees 
due for this, full repayment is therefore expected by 15 December 2026. IONOS Holding SE must repay the 
loan from available excess cash for each calendar year. 

United Internet AG is entitled to terminate the Shareholder Loan Agreement if it holds less than 50% of the 
shares in IONOS Group SE, or IONOS Group SE holds less than 50% of the shares in IONOS Holding SE. 
In addition, United Internet AG has a right of termination for good cause, such as a breach of the Shareholder 
Loan Agreement by the other parties. 

The Shareholder Loan Agreement has become effective today, the first day of trading of the shares of IONOS 
Group SE on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange. All board approvals on the part of United Internet AG and its 
subsidiaries required for the conclusion of the Shareholder Loan Agreement have been granted. 

 

Montabaur, 8 February 2023 
 
United Internet AG 
The Management Board (Vorstand) 



 

102083339v6 

2 

Further information: 
With around 27 million fee-based customer contracts and 40 million ad-financed free accounts, United 
Internet AG is a leading European internet specialist. At the heart of United Internet is a high-performance 
“Internet Factory” with approx. 10,300 employees, of which approx.3,600 are engaged in product 
management, development and data centers. In addition to the high sales strength of its established brands 
(such as 1&1, GMX, WEB.DE, IONOS, STRATO, and 1&1 Versatel), United Internet stands for outstanding 
operational excellence with around 67 million customer accounts worldwide. 

 

Contact 
United Internet AG 
Phone +49 2602 96-1616 
presse@united-internet.de 


